N.   O.   LYTHRACEAE	1075
spreading; bark smooth, cinnamon-brown, peeling off in fibres;
young shoots terete, often clothed with fine white pubescence. Leaves
5-9 by 1.3-2.5 cm., opposite or subopposite, sometimes in whorls of
3, sessile, ovate-lanceolate, acute, softly velvety above, usually hoary
and always nigro-punctate beneath, base rounded or cordate; main
nerves 6-12 pairs, arcuate, prominent beneath, uniting in a distinct
intramarginal nerve. Flowers numerous, in short 2-15- (rarely 1-)
flowered cymes from the axils of former, less commonly of present
leaves; pedicels short, glandular-pubescent. Calyx 1.6 cm, long,
striate, covered with glandular dots, with a small campanulate base
and a long slightly curved bright red lube which is slightly contracted
above the included capsule; mouth oblique; teeth about 2.5 mm.
long, triangular, acute. Petals slightly longer than the calyx-teeth,
narrowly linear, produced at the apex to a long fine point. ^ Capsule
1 cm. long, usually splitting the calyx near the base, irregularly
dehiscent. Seeds euneate-obovoid, brown, smooth.
Distribution:   Throughout India, Ceylon, Baluchistan.—Tropical Africa, Madagascar,
China, Japan, Summatra, Java.
The bark is pungent, acrid, cooling, toxic; alexiteric, uterine
sedative, anthelmintic; used in thirst, dysentery, leprosy, erysipelas,
diseases of the blood.—The flowers have a flavour; dry; same pro-
perties as the bark; useful in leucorrheea, menorrhagia, toothache
(Ayurveda).
The dried flowers are an astringent tonic in disordeis of the
mucous membranes, haemorrhoids, and in derangements of the liver;
also considered a safe stimulant in pregnancy.
The powdered flowers were given in 10 to 20 grains doses with
honey in dysentery and were found to be beneficial (Koman).
According to Bapat the fresh leaves are an excellent remedy in
cases of snake-bite. The juice is given internally, a few drops poured
into each nostril, and some rubbed on the part bitten.
The leaves are not an antidote to snake-venom, and they are
useless as an errhine or as an external application in the treatment
of snake-bite (Mhaskar and Caius).
Bengal* Dawa, Dawai, Dhadki, Dhai, Dhainti* Dhaura, Dhan,

